Acute intestinal pseudo-obstruction (Ogilvie's syndrome) complicating radical retropubic prostatectomy.
We report 3 cases of acute colonic pseudo-obstruction in the immediate post-radical retropubic prostatectomy patient. We have not found this syndrome reported in this clinical setting, and suggest that it results from an imbalance in the autonomic innervation of the distal colon secondary to noxious afferent parasympathetic stimulation from the region of the prostate gland. Treatment guidelines are summarized stressing early recognition and conservative management of this potentially fatal complication.